
Fellowship Impact in California
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program 
of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged communities 
in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  California professionals 
and organizations have participated in Institutes, Professional 
Development Experiences (PDE), and Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERIENCES

Host Organizations include the California Energy 
Commission, IBM, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Western Union, World Institute on Disability, and 

Yosemite National Park, among others.

RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES

INSTITUTES

“What was consistent throughout the 
Fellowship is how Americans were open to 
collaboration with others and how willingly 
they shared their own culture and beliefs with 
us.  The Fellowship was helpful in challenging 
the stereotypes and seeing a different view of 
America that is not always discussed openly.” 

–  2017 Fellow at the University of  
California, Davis

University of California, Davis 
2016 – 2019 | Public Management Institute

Skyline College 
2017 | Business Institute

University of San Diego 
2017 | Business Institute

University of California, Berkeley 
2014 – 2016 | Civic Engagement Institute

9 Americans  
(2016 – 2018)

Awardees have traveled to Kenya, 
Madagascar, Nigeria, Rwanda, South 
Africa, and Zimbabwe, among others.

34 Fellows  
(2014 – 2018)

More than $1.2 Million in 

U.S. Government funding matched 

by over $1.4 Million in 

partner cost share from 2014 to 2019

225  
Fellows 

(2014 – 2019)

� Institute
� PDE
� RE



yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“The organization, quality, and 
value driven from the anticipated 
interactions with both governmental 
and non-governmental stakeholders, 
as well as the high standards for 
the exchange established by my 
Zimbabwean colleague resulted in 
an invaluable interchange of ideas, 
experiences, and values.” 

–  2017 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Gina 
Haney, Community Consortium, after 
collaborating with 2016 Fellow Butholewze 
Nyathi in Zimbabwe

“I will forever treasure the experience 
that I had in this prestigious 
Fellowship.  Its reach went beyond 
just me wanting to change certain 
things in my professional career, but 
the introspection that I did also made 
me realize that I had so much growing 
that I needed to do in my personal 
life.  The best part of the Fellowship 
really was meeting incredible people…
and there is so much that we can do 
[together] in our life journeys.” 

–  2018 Fellow at the University of  
California, Davis 


