
Fellowship Impact in Washington, D.C.
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program of 
the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged communities in 41 
states and the District of Columbia.  Washington, D.C. professionals and 
organizations have participated in Institutes, Professional Development 
Experiences (PDE), and Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERIENCES

Host Organizations include AGCO Corporation, 
Microsoft, the Office of Senator Chris Coons, the 
United Nations Foundation, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Voice of America, and Western 

Union, among others.

RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES

INSTITUTES

“My [Fellowship] was a great opportunity 
to enhance my leadership skills and take 
time to reflect on my own potential…I got to 
learn more about the ins and outs of policy 
analysis and organizational management 
while brushing up on soft skills such as 
public speaking and networking, skills that 
remain relevant in my work three years on.  
[The Fellowship] made me into the confident, 
insightful, and impactful person I am today.” 

– 2015 Fellow at Howard University
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Awardees have traveled to Kenya, 
Madagascar, Rwanda, South Africa, 

Tanzania, and Zimbabwe, among others. 

153 Fellows  
(2014 – 2018)

Almost $700,000 in U.S. Government 

funding matched by over $600,000 

in partner cost share from 2014 to 2018
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yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“This project has already served as a credibility-building point for a new project we are 
undertaking with Thailand this September…Through our relationship with the [Mandela 
Washington] Fellow, SEED SPOT has already referred two alumni ventures to Madagascar 
to test/launch their emerging market product…We anticipate these opportunities will 
only grow with time [and] help SEED SPOT refine our plan for international expansion 
and determine the product market fit for our methodology and desired outcomes.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Lauren McDanell, SEED SPOT, after collaborating with 2017 Fellow 
Joanina Razafindrakoto in Madagascar


