
Fellowship Impact in Iowa
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program 
of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged communities 
in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  Iowa professionals 
and organizations have participated in Institutes, Professional 
Development Experiences (PDE), and Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

“One of the most important skill[s] I learned 
at [my Institute] is how to cultivate and 
maintain relationships.  It was in Des Moines 
that I learned how vital and indispensable the 
relationship between small businesses and 
their communities is to both the growth of the 
business and development of the community.  
Since [the Fellowship], I am continuously 
building those relationships…and the result on 
my business has been incredible.”

– 2016 Fellow from Nigeria

INSTITUTES

RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES

5 Americans  
(2017 – 2018)

Awardees have traveled to Ethiopia, 
Ghana, Kenya, and Nigeria.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERIENCES

Hosted by Iowa State University College 
of Agricultural Sciences.

1 Fellow  
(2017)

More than $1.2 Million in 

U.S. Government funding matched 

by over $700,000 in partner 

cost share from 2016 to 2019

200 Fellows  
(2016 – 2019)

Drake University 
2016 – 2019 | Business Institute

University of Iowa 
2016 – 2019 | Business Institute
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yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“Iowa 4-H and Iowa State University’s [ISU] College of Agriculture and Life Sciences 
strongly believe in getting young people engaged in agriculture globally, and I 
believe my visit has helped in getting us to Nigeria.  Moving forward, a team of 
ISU faculty, staff, extensions workers (4-H) and a graduate student plans to travel 
to Nigeria before the end of this year to discuss the possibility and potential for 
a 4-H pilot program in Ogbomoso with ZOE secondary school.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Ebby Luvaga, Iowa State University, after collaborating with 
2017 Fellow Olaniyi Eluwole in Nigeria


