
Fellowship Impact in Indiana
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program 
of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged communities 
in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  Indiana professionals 
and organizations have participated in Institutes, Professional 
Development Experiences (PDE), and Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERIENCES

Host Organizations include Indiana Dunes 
National Seashore and Miller Amish Poultry.

RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES

“We got the very best blend of teaching, 
coaching, instruction, and bonding with the 
University community...We had hands-on 
visits to businesses, social enterprises, [and] 
innovation centers, which lent support to 
what we learned in [the] classroom, thereby 
enriching our experience and boosting our 
self-confidence [all] the more.”

– 2016 Fellow at the University of Notre Dame

5 Americans  
(2017 – 2018)

Awardees have traveled to 
Ethiopia, Malawi, Nigeria, 

Togo, and Zambia. 

2 Fellows  
(2016)

INSTITUTES

University of Notre Dame 
2014 – 2019 | Business Institute

Indiana University 
2016 – 2019 | Civic Engagement Institute

Purdue University 
2016 – 2017 | Business Institute

Almost $1.8 Million in U.S. 

Government funding matched by 

over $1.3 Million in partner 

cost share from 2014 to 2019

300 
Fellows  

(2014 – 2019)

� Institute
� PDE
� RE



yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“I had an incredible experience and 
see many opportunities for continued 
interaction.  This trip directly impacts 
current activities at my university and 
our students by providing international 
learning opportunities, and further 
economic opportunities for MAPS [Mobile 
Agricultural Power Solutions].  Many thanks 
to the [Reciprocal] Exchange program and 
my incredible hosts in Ethiopia.” 

–  2017 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee John Lumkes, 
Purdue University, after collaborating with 2016 
Fellow Butta Abrhame in Ethiopia

“It is mind-blowing just to meet 
and be in the same space with 
such visionaries and change 
makers.  It is validation that 
Africa has a lot of potential.  I 
have been placed at a perfect 
place.  I love Bloomington, IU 
and the program facilitators.  
It is a lovely place, with 
wonderful people and I am 
just in awe at the sense of 
community that reigns [here].” 

– 2017 Fellow at Indiana University 


