
Fellowship Impact in New Jersey
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship  
program of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged 
communities in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  New Jersey 
professionals and organizations have participated in Institutes and 
Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

“[The Fellowship] exposed me to a network 
of mentors, colleagues, and potential 
business opportunities that this young 
woman from South Africa could have only 
dreamt of.  It gave me the grounding to 
pursue the unimaginable and challenged 
my mindset to ensure that I’m not thinking 
outside the box but redefining it completely.  
My life and work will never be the same.” 

– 2018 Fellow at Rutgers � Institute
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Awardees have traveled 
to Botswana, Cameroon, 

Eswatini, and Kenya.

“Participating in the Reciprocal Exchange program strengthened 
my professional networks in Kenya.  I am willing to seek out 
credible institutions to work on projects of mutual interest to 
support the Rural Girl Mentorship Project.  For example, we 
already [submitted] a project concept note…to the Women 
Representative of Migori County and UN Population Fund for 
consideration.  Additionally, Rutgers University is working on 
establishing a formal relationship with Hitaji Development 
Initiative so that it can provide peer mentors for the girls.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Asenath Dande, Rutgers, 
after collaborating with 2017 Fellow Victor Charo in Kenya



yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“I am so inspired by the tireless work ethic of my partners.  I feel more 
equipped to deal with the challenges of entrepreneurship as well [as] 
thankful for the advantages my home country offers for doing business.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Emeka Onugha, Freetown Kitchen, after 
collaborating with 2017 Fellow Silvia Tonui in Kenya


