
Fellowship Impact in Oklahoma
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship 
program of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged 
communities in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  Oklahoma 
professionals and organizations have participated in Institutes and 
Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

“We had a chance to meet with teenagers who are in high 
school and are interested in agricultural education.  
Most of them knew very little about our continent, giving 
me a chance to interact with and to share [information] 
with them about the continent, life and agriculture.  
They left with an appreciation of the fact that some of 
the challenges they were facing in their communities 
were not unique to them alone, but a global issue that 
we can start addressing as human beings.”

– 2017 Fellow at Oklahoma State University
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“The connections that were made with entrepreneurs,  
small and medium enterprises [SMEs], university faculty 
and leaders, and the U.S. Embassy in Cotonou will enhance 
my ability to provide export assistance to entrepreneurs 
and [SMEs] in Oklahoma.  As the Director of the Oklahoma 
State University International Trade Center – Small Business 
Development Center, I work with SMEs that are looking to take 
advantage of import/export opportunities around the world.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Anthony Cambas, 
Oklahoma State University, after collaborating with 2017 
Fellow Ivon Kouassi Gbeto in Benin
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The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“Meeting 4-H, learning from their approach to involve youth in agriculture and STEM, and 
attending 4-H events such as 4-H robotics were the most impactful experiences during 
the Institute.  My business and the association I co-founded focus on youth development 
in regards with STEM and agriculture.  I received some transferable practical skills and 
event planning techniques that would be easy to implement back home.” 

– 2018 Fellow at Oklahoma State University


