
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
EXPERIENCES

Host Organizations include Comcast, City of 
Philadelphia, The Food Trust, NHS Human 

Services, the Office of Senator Vincent 
Hughes, and the University of Pennsylvania 

Center for Global Health, among others.

RECIPROCAL EXCHANGES

8 Americans  
(2016 – 2018)

Awardees have traveled to 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, 

Nigeria, and Zambia.

48 Fellows  
(2014 – 2018)

Fellowship Impact in Pennsylvania
Since 2014, the Mandela Washington Fellowship, the flagship program 
of the Young African Leaders Initiative (YALI), has engaged communities 
in 41 states and the District of Columbia.  Pennsylvania professionals 
and organizations have participated in Institutes, Professional 
Development Experiences (PDE), and Reciprocal Exchanges (RE).

INSTITUTES

“This [Fellowship] has shown me 
that as leaders from different 
backgrounds, we all have one 
ultimate goal to make this world and 
our communities a better place, and 
that we can do great things when we 
unite.  There is strength in unity.”

– 2017 Fellow at Drexel University

Drexel University 
2017 – 2019 | Civic Engagement Institute

Lehigh University 
2017, 2019 | Business Institute

Duquesne University 
2016 – 2017 | Civic Engagement Institute

More than $1.1 Million in 

U.S. Government funding matched 

by over $750,000 in partner 

cost share from 2016 to 2019

125 
Fellows  

(2016 – 2019)

� Institute
� PDE
� RE



yali.state.gov/mwf

Facebook.com/MandelaWashingtonFellowship

@WashFellowship

@MandelaWashFellowship

The Mandela Washington Fellowship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
State with funding provided by the U.S. Government and administered by IREX.

“For [Women’s Campaign International], this experience 
has significantly benefited us.  We have been working in 
Malawi since 2002 but have not had any recent programs 
there since 2007.  This experience has reinvigorated our 
passion for empowering women in Malawi and we will 
most certainly be back to do future programming...The 
Reciprocal Exchange was a unique opportunity to see what 
young leaders in Malawi are already doing to promote 
women’s leadership and to see how my organization and 
myself can work together to empower women and girls 
in the country...  Overall, this opportunity has created a 
lasting partnership between our organizations.” 

–  2017 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Kathryn Kutzner, Women’s 
Campaign International, after collaborating with 2016 Fellow 
Chikondi Mandala in Malawi

“I am grateful for this opportunity.  It has 
expanded my knowledge of an area for 
which I knew very little before working 
with the Fellow and it has allowed me to 
diversify my work in global engagement 
opportunities in general.  I believe this 
experience will help me improve as 
a manager and leader in the field of 
international education, having experienced 
global community engagement first hand.” 

–  2018 Reciprocal Exchange Awardee Joseph 
DeCrosta, Duquesne University, after collaborating 
with 2017 Fellow Nsofwa Sampa in Zambia


